He was out
& birthday last week & fell on his head. At the time of typing
11 in hospital with concussion.
Anyway, enough of the intros & the excuses, here's the interview

A piece from Barnsley who have just rel .
' ROW BOAT ASHORE'/'POISON' on their own Party Day label, They have
been described variously as a thrash band & 'like the Danse Soclety', though
neither is anyvhere near the mark.... I
Unfortunsz y Mike, the drummer, couldn't make it to the interview.
celebr i

LENt Obvious question first, where did you get your

LEN: Do you feel stuck in the local set-up,
name from7

lot of bands? i t g 5
MARTIN: Well, we had a song called Party Day which 5 . = Va4 e T e
ve wrote about 12 month ago, '& Bo we took it ARIING 1 Ehin; Che WAy 1O DrEak out. LEoiiie MARTIN: We sent our tape to Melody Maker & they
3 =i single, it should bring us more attention & : i but th s bout hov they
from there. We didn't have a name for 6 months. B i e 4 reviewed 1it, E ey went on abou
publicity, bookings.... ] wouldn't say they liked or hated it, or why.
CaRL1 That's it, it's like Catch 22... See, we're at the point where nobody kn:w; [
¥ L x . . vhether to let us go on or hold us back—Dbut
MARTIN: Yeah, we were 'The Further Experiments®' to MaRTIN' We tried to get on at the Rock Garden, in = 3 g e e Bonih
mtart off & then we split & reformed minus : they'll not stop us now YWaY: = .
2 : London. We sent them a tape & they said very n {ght through *em
the guitarist & =0 1 took over on gulitar &... plough straig t Jh em. ...
: good ,like, but we'll not put you on because nobody' {stunned silence, then laughter
heard of you. And how can anybody hear of us if we all round) !
can®t play there? You had a tape,'Opium Gathering®', 'Tin Sky®
MARTINI ....y®ah.. ] :
: : & whatever the other one was...The single is
CARL1 ..keyboards, but they didn't fir in.., LEN: John Peel does all he could possibly de though. more alive & a bit more manie than the tape.

LEN: You've been going since 1981....

CARLI ....we tried various nev members.....

MARTIN® ....no-one good enoughl MAETING Yeal Ie%l' John Peal, that!s it. welve got o MARTIN: That was a conscious effort. We wanted to
: 5!“91? e i g_ot S3.98% plenly b axacis get a more live sound in the studio. We could

CARL1 «..in Barnsley anyway. time. Feely played it last week, & he's playing i ;.L e e o i

LEN1 S0 you're staying a 3-plece? it Tuesday.

E iche 4 wvhen we did the tape Martin wasn't
MARTIN: Yeah. LEN» Nc_u-r for the usual cliche quegt.\nn.‘..uhﬂ do }‘od playing his own style. We've AraLOmad How &
;;gtenmto. oF ML lre_your AREANENORE L Rty he's piaylng his C“‘JJ‘I style. He's just opened
= . f‘-’"le“ you likens you to someone else! op. (1auohs)]
o/ I We a e the e ki i —
l‘.YPE,lll;utL::e d::n’ msil;mﬁu;u:?zlg;‘ 2:;:}"“5 LEN: What about ideas in songs?
HARTIN: We've béen going 3 years now, & aftar that i e bt n:r'"—lr in;;r;;r :]an:mf,ttflxiip
you're not influenced really. We know what to We're not 1:{_:. politice y kind. pisses
do, & we don't think 'oh I'1l1 play the guitar me of f basically. 4
like that*' cos I play it the way ] want toc play MARTIN: It's not that we're not into, There's & lot
it, he plays it the way he plays it, & so on. of bad going but the audiences don't need
We listen to all kinds of bands...any music we to be told that. 1 mean, why go on abx it?
can appreciate we've been likened to The After the news, & the political bits
Comsat Angels, The Cure, Siouxie, but we're NME (1) & BO On....the sort of politi
not like them at all... on about are relationships. We're big
Leonard Cohenl

{hysterial )

Brilli

LEN: 1 never heard F -y till recently. When
You start doin

MARTIN: We did lots when we first started, as
‘"Experiments', more based round Barnsley,
vhen we got on our t we branched out.
We've now played in
Manchester, Wakefield

LEN: What's Barnsley like, to aget going in, as a
band?

MARTIN: Hard really, & lot of people don't want to
gee a band,.....they just like to go & get LEN

; : u : Bhat about reviews? You've had some good ones
pissed up, that's it. But we've got guite a in Leeds..

good following there now, in Barnsley. We did
our first gig at the Civic Hall & lost a load
of money....we'd £ill it now though I reckon.




